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Summer Solstice Donation Appeal
Dear Family and Friends,
As most of you know, we created a charitable foundation called “A is for Africa” a couple of years ago.  While traveling in Africa and seeing first hand some of the dire circumstances that many, many children face daily, we were compelled to assist in some way.  Our initial efforts were directed to building a medical clinic in one of the slums of Nairobi, Kenya.  Over the last two years, we have focused our efforts and resources in building kindergarten classrooms in Tanzania. We have partnered with a local Tanzanian safari and trekking company, Maasai Wanderings, owned by Donna Duggan and her husband, Nas Ismail, to whom we were drawn because of their goal to provide opportunities to those who otherwise would not have received them.
As recently as May 31st, the second “A is for Africa” kindergarten was officially opened as part of a community school called Matimu Primary.  Although the kindergarten is only one classroom at this time with an approximate size of an elementary classroom in the U.S., the expected attendance will exceed 120 children for all day classes.  The first kindergarten school that we built was in Ol’ Tukai on the shores of Lake Manyara and has an enrollment of approximately 100 children.
As you can imagine, the bricks and mortar infrastructure component, albeit very important does not “make a school.”  Our appeal to you during this Summer Solstice fund drive is to raise about $10,000 to buy text books, pencils, notebooks, as well as additional physical infrastructure components including student toilets, a food preparation area, and 500 gallon cisterns to store water during the dry season.  There is much more that we could tell and show you if you would like more information.
Rick has recently returned from Tanzania where he witnessed the fruits of our past efforts but more urgently the needs of today.  Some of his findings were; at Matimu, one 6th grade class with 170 students and one teacher, 4-6 children at each desk, many children walk 4-5 KM to school each day, some of these walkers have to carry a 3-5 gallon bucket of water home in order that the family has water for the next day. One classroom had 100 children and six text books, and unfortunately, the list of daily educational challenges goes on and on.
It is our time with these children that inspires us at A is for Africa. With the support of their families and despite all of the daily challenges, these children come to school "hungry to learn." 
 
We recognize that there are millions of children around the world, within Africa, even just Tanzania, that share similar circumstances and "A is for Africa" is a mere 'drop in the bucket' given the size and complexity of the problems faced by these communities.  But we also know that our organization has an immediate and direct impact on the lives of the children we serve. We play a small but meaningful part in helping them towards a better life for them and their families--and we, along with our supporters, think this is a pretty good start.  
 (
Use 
www.Paypal.com
Support “A is for Africa”
)
There are two easy ways to contribute:
	* Go to our website Aisforafrica.org, How You Can Help and click “Donate”
	* Send to A is for Africa, 14344 Harrisville Rd, Mount Airy, MD 21771

A is for Africa is a charitable foundation chartered under the State of Maryland and an IRS approved 501 c 3 tax deductible charity.  Finally, we want you to know that 100% of your donation is directed to the needs of the community schools in Tanzania. All administrative fees, including travel to Africa are paid by our family in order that the maximum impact can be made from your contribution.

Asante sana/Thank you in Swahili
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