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Message from Rick
[image: aboutus1]I have just returned from Arusha, Tanzania and I wanted to waste no time in giving you a report on my travels.  First I wanted to introduce you to our in-country partners, Donna Duggan and Naseeb Ismail , owners of Maasai Wanderings [www.maasaiwanderings.com], a local photographic safari and mountaineering company based in Arusha.  Maasai Wanderings were our guides on our respective treks up Mount Kilimanjaro [Molly in 2007 and Rick, 2008].  We were drawn to work with Maasai Wanderings because of their charitable commitment to their community by giving back a portion of their profits to support projects related to education, micro-financing and community development. Our work over the last two years in Tanzania, has been a partnership on improving existing schools and building new kindergarten classrooms at existing schools.  On this trip Donna was able to facilitate my visits to Esilalei Nursery & Primary School, Matimu Nursery School and Ol Tukai community.
[image: C:\Users\Rick and Mary Anne\Pictures\Africa\Rick plaque 3.jpg]This was a very important trip for I had two objectives, first to view the progress on the recently approved construction for a kindergarten classroom at Matimu and secondly to meet with Donna to discuss our long term partnership in continuing our collaboration work in Tanzania.
Of special significance, I was able to visit the kindergarten/1st grade school at Ol Tukai, Lake Manyara District, that was dedicated in 2010 to the community’s children in honor of our mothers, Francis Hope Donnelly Smith and Constance Shaplin Vadney, and to witness first hand the happiness of the children in their new classroom.
[image: C:\Users\Rick and Mary Anne\Pictures\Africa\6 children at desk smaller.jpg][image: C:\Users\Rick and Mary Anne\Pictures\Africa\classroom floor.jpg]Tremendous challenges exists in all of the schools and classrooms that I visited.  For instance, in one math class of over 100 students, there were only six (6) text books.  At Matimu, we routinely found four, five and one time, 6 students at one desk.  Many of the classrooms are in terrible physical condition.  When I sat down with the Head Master and Principal Teacher, I learned that their priorities for this year were 1. Text books, 2. Desks and 3. Physical improvement to classrooms.  
If you would like to help us achieve our mission, please make a fully tax deductible donation. We are currently fundraising for a text books, desks and classroom improvements for the Matimu Primary School.  Please use PayPal on our website, AisforAfrica.org and go to page “How Can You Help” or mail directly to A is for Africa, 14344 Harrisville Road, Mount Airy, MD 21771. Asante sana [Swahili for Thank you very much]

									Rick
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