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is an I.R.S. approved 501 (c)3 charitable foundation dedicated to improving the lives of children
in Africa and other parts of the world through community-based assistance in education and health.

Frequently Asked Questions
Each one of us makes decisions on what charitable organizations that we like to support based on factors such as: an organization’s mission, target population, percentage of our contributions actually spent on administrative fees such as salaries, travel, office space and supplies and the like.  We thought that we might use this Q & A format to discuss “A is for Africa.”

Question: 	What percent of donated funds are spent for administrative expenses?
Answer:	0% of your contributions are spent for administrative expenses.  100% of your donation goes 			directly to supporting the mission of improving the lives of children through community-based 			assistance in education and health. None of the expenses of the Co-Directors of “A is for Africa” or 			our in-country agent in Tanzania, Maasai Wanderings, utilize any of your donations. We pay for our 			own travel expenses associated with visiting sites.  We absorb all other overhead. We are required to 		report this information annually to the Internal Revenue Service.

Question:	Who decides what projects to fund?
Answer: 	In the four community schools in which we currently are working, the needs of the children are 			determined in consultation with the community leaders, the school board, the Head Master and the 			teachers.  Once decisions are made in terms of priorities and funding available, Donna Duggan of 			Maasai Wanderings allocates the needed funds, purchases the needed supplies and then has the 			material transported to the schools. In the case of construction, Donna hires a local builder, Moses, 			to lead all projects with help from the community itself.

Question:	Do you have a personal bond or connection with the charitable organization?
Answer:	To date, virtually all of you who have contributed to “A is for Africa” have some kind of bond or 			relationship directly with our family.  You know us to be honest and dedicated to our mission of 			improving  the 	lives of children through education and health.  This is a unique opportunity for you 			to support a charitable organization where you have such a connection.

Question:	Does “A is for Africa” use outside professional fundraising organizations to assist?
Answer:	We do not use any outside/contract services for fundraising.  We understand the necessity for some 		organizations to use these services but we still utilize personal appeals.

Question:	In this difficult economic times, how can I find a way to donate to “A is for Africa?”
Answer:	In reality, we are in difficult economic times and increasing our personal donations is hard for 			many.  In light of the mission of “A is for Africa” and our decision to keep administrative fees to 0% 			and your personal bond with us, might you look at those organizations that you have traditionally 			contributed and compare.  How do your current organizations stack up?  Is it time to review, 			reassess your preferred charitable organizations and direct some funds to “A is for Africa?”

Question:	Why are you working in Africa when we have so many needs here in the United States?
Answer:	We believe that Oprah said it best, paraphrasing, ‘There are great needs in the U.S. but there is an 			infrastructure, imperfect as it may be, to address those needs. In the places where “A is for Africa” is 		working, there is little or no similar infrastructure.’

Question:	How can I donate today?
Answer:	If you would like to help us achieve our mission, please make a fully tax deductible donation. We are 		currently fundraising for a text books, desks and classroom improvements for the Matimu Primary 			School.  Please use PayPal on our website, AisforAfrica.org and go to page “How Can You Help” or mail 		directly to A is for Africa, 14344 Harrisville Road, Mount Airy, MD 21771.
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